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ABOUT THE WELLCOME BOOK PRIZE
The Wellcome Book Prize celebrates exceptional works of fiction and non-fiction that engage with the topics of health 
and medicine and the many ways they touch our lives. It awards £30,000 each year to its winner and aims to reach 
broad audiences by stimulating interest in and debate about medicine, health and illness through books and reading. 
The prize crosses genres – fiction and non-fiction are both eligible, so its shortlist can include biography, crime, 
historical fiction, current affairs, sci-fi and much more.

In 2019 we celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Wellcome Book Prize. Over the last decade, the prize has recognised 
an eclectic variety of wonderful titles, from novels (Mend the Living, Maylis de Kerangal) to memoir  
(The Iceberg, Marion Coutts) and popular science (It’s All in Your Head, Suzanne O’Sullivan). The prize is awarded  
by a panel of prestigious judges, which in the past has included Edmund de Waal OBE, Jo Brand, Val McDermid, 
Henry Marsh CBE, Bill Bryson OBE, Dame Joan Bakewell and Sir Andrew Motion.

ENTERING THE PRIZE
The Wellcome Book Prize 2019 is open to new books (fiction and non-fiction) published in the UK between  
1 January 2018 and 31 December 2018.

The prize will be judged by an independent panel of judges to be revealed in September. A longlist of up to 12 
books will be announced in late January 2019, followed by a shortlist of six books in March 2019 and the winner at a 
ceremony at Wellcome Collection in April 2019.

TIMETABLE 
7 September 2018 Entry deadline 
Late January 2019 Longlist announced 
March 2019 Shortlist announced 
Late April 2019 Winner announced

PREVIOUS WINNERS
2018 To Be a Machine by Mark O’Connell (non-fiction, Granta Books)

2017  Mend the Living by Maylis de Kerangal, translated by Jessica Moore (fiction, MacLehose Press)

2016 It’s All in Your Head by Suzanne O’Sullivan (non-fiction, Chatto & Windus)

2015 The Iceberg by Marion Coutts (non-fiction, Atlantic Books)

2013/14 Far from the Tree by Andrew Solomon (non-fiction, Chatto & Windus)

2012 Circulation by Thomas Wright (non-fiction, Chatto & Windus)

2011 Turn of Mind by Alice LaPlante (fiction, Harvill Secker)

2010 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (non-fiction, Pan Macmillan)

2009 Keeper by Andrea Gillies (non-fiction, Short Books)
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“The award is not just important in and of itself; it also presents a significant cultural argument 
about the necessity of literary engagements with scientific and medical themes. Receiving the 2018 
Wellcome prize has been among the greatest experiences of my life as a writer. It was an incredible 
honour to be chosen from such a varied and illustrious list of nominated writers, and I am still only 
beginning to take account of the transformational effects the award has had on my career.”

– Mark O’Connell, winner of the Wellcome Book Prize 2018

MEDIA COVERAGE
The Wellcome Book Prize 2018 received extensive high-profile media coverage, both nationally and internationally, 
celebrating the authors and titles from longlist stage to winner. Announcements were met with a raft of news coverage 
in the likes of the Guardian, Financial Times and New York Times, alongside interviews with BBC Radio 4’s Today 
Programme, the BBC World Service, the Daily Telegraph, the i, Grazia and New Scientist. Authors took part  
in a range of events, including partnerships with 5x15, Hay Festival, Wellcome Collection and Latitude Festival.

RETAIL AND LIBRARY SUPPORT
In 2018, point-of-sale (POS) material was sent out to 354 independent bookshops and to Blackwell’s flagship stores, 
and featured co-branded ‘Wellcome Book Prize/Books Are My Bag’ tote bags. Shortlist window displays featured  
at Waterstones Gower Street, Heffers Cambridge and Blackwell’s High Holborn, Edinburgh and Oxford.

Kits were also sent out to 365 libraries, including prison libraries, via the Reading Agency. The library competition – in 
which libraries displayed their kits as a #CuriousDisplay to win prizes – had entries from 124 libraries nationwide (an 
increase of over 100 per cent from 2017).

Left to right: The Wellcome Book Prize 2018 judges with the shortlist; The Wellcome Book Prize 2018 shortlisted authors in conversation; Chair of Judges Edmund de Waal 
speaks at the winner ceremony

Left to right: The 2018 ‘Wellcome Book Prize/Books Are My Bag’ tote bag, designed by Animalium illustrator Katie Scott; the window displays at Little Ripon Bookshop (l) and Kew 
Bookshop (r), joint winners of the #CuriousWindow competition for independent bookshops

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WELLCOME BOOK PRIZE 2018
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1. ELIGIBLE BOOKS
a.  Books must be published by a UK-based publisher/imprint for the first time between 1 January 2018 and  

31 December 2018. If a book has been previously published outside the UK it will be eligible only if the  
original date of publication outside the UK is within the previous two years, ie not earlier than 1 January 2016. 

b.  Books published in English translation are eligible, provided that they have been published in English during  
the specified period. If a translated book wins, two-thirds of the prize money will be awarded to the author and 
one-third to the translator.

c.  Books must not be written by more than two authors. If a coauthored book wins, the prize money will have to be 
shared between coauthors. The most appropriate split of the prize money should be confirmed by the publisher. 

d.  Books cannot be reissues.

e.  Both fiction and non-fiction books are eligible, so long as medicine or medical science is central to their theme. 
Collections of original short stories written by a single author are eligible, but anthologies will not be considered. 
Poetry is not eligible.

f.  Academic textbooks, scholarly monographs, diet books and picture-led books are not eligible, even if they are 
relevant to medicine or medical science.

g.  Children’s books will only be accepted if they have also been published by an adult imprint within the  
specified dates.

h.  Self-published books are not eligible where the author is the publisher or where a company has been specifically 
set up to publish the book.

i.  Ebook submissions will only be accepted from an established imprint and on the condition that ten copies 
can be downloaded for the judges’ consideration. In the event that an ebook is shortlisted, the publisher must 
undertake to produce hard copies and make these available for sale as soon as the shortlist is announced.

j.  The decision of the judging panel as to whether a book is eligible shall be binding and no correspondence shall  
be entered into.

k.  No entry shall be ineligible because its author has won either the Wellcome Book Prize or any other prize previously.
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2. MARKETING AND EXPECTATIONS
a.  On notification of longlisting, publishers are asked to promptly supply the Wellcome Book Prize with title 

information, a PDF of the text (if not already provided), book synopsis, author biography, high-resolution 
images of the author and book cover (with relevant credits), as well as 30 copies of the book to be used for 
promotional purposes. Further copies will be required should the title go forward to be shortlisted.

b.  Publishers must ensure that authors are available to participate in media involvement throughout the duration 
of the Wellcome Book Prize process. The winning author will be required to be available for media interviews 
following the prize-giving ceremony.

c.  Shortlisted authors are required to participate in key events preceding the winner ceremony in late April. 
Further events may be scheduled throughout the year, which long- and shortlisted authors could also be 
invited to participate in.

d.  Shortlisted authors are required to attend the winner announcement in late April at Wellcome Collection, 
London. By entering the prize, publishers are agreeing to support with covering travel and accommodation 
costs. If there is any problem over the author’s availability, Midas PR must be informed immediately.

e.  The winning title must display the Wellcome Book Prize logo on the cover of subsequent printings, including 
the paperback, ebook and audio editions, with usage as per the brand guidelines. Shortlisted publishers are 
also asked to make best efforts, where at all possible, to include the Wellcome Book Prize shortlist sticker on 
reprinted editions.

3. YOUR SUBMISSION

a.  UK publishing imprints may enter up to three books with scheduled publication dates between 1 January 
2018 and 31 December 2018.

b.  The deadline for submissions is 7 September 2018. Each submission must be accompanied by a completed 
entry form and PDF of the book(s) being submitted. If finished copies are not available, bound proofs may be 
submitted in the first instance, on the condition that they are of good quality and that their content reflects 
that of the final book. If proofs are submitted, final copies should be sent in as soon as they are available.

c.  Ten copies of each entry must be submitted to Midas PR (with the submission form) and not directly to the 
judges. In the event that a book is longlisted, publishers will be required to provide further copies gratis for 
promotional purposes.

d.  The judges may also, not later than 14 December 2018, call in any book published between 1 January 2018 
and 31 December 2018. In that event, the publisher will be asked to submit a completed entry form, along 
with ten copies of the book.

e.  No books submitted by publishers or called in by the judges will be returned to the publishers. 

f.  The prize is not open to employees or contractors of the Wellcome Trust or any of its associated companies, 
or their direct family members, or to any person directly or indirectly involved in the organisation or the 
running of the prize, or their direct family members.

If you have any questions about your submission, please contact Ashley Baugh: 

E ashley.baugh@midaspr.co.uk 

T 020 7361 7860
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ENTRY FORM
Please email a copy of the completed digital entry form and PDF of the book(s) by 7 September to 
wellcomebookprize@midaspr.co.uk 

Also send ten copies of the books by 7 September to:

Ashley Baugh 
Midas Public Relations | 1st Floor, 61 Kensington Church Street, London W8 4BA 
T 020 7361 7860

Name of publisher/imprint:

Publicity director’s name and email address:

Publicity/editorial assistant’s or prize administrator’s name and email address (for submission purposes):

Telephone number:

Address:



Books for the incurably curious
The Wellcome Book Prize is part of the Wellcome Trust, a charity registered in England and Wales, no. 210183. MP-7029.3/07-2018/RK  

07

ENTRY 1
Title:

Author:

(Tick one) Fiction: Non-fiction:

 

Current place of residence (town and country):

Country of citizenship:

Publication date:

Link in the book to medicine, health or illness:

Publicist’s name and email address:

Editor’s name and email address:

Agent’s name and email address:
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ENTRY 2
Title:

Author:

(Tick one) Fiction: Non-fiction:

 

Current place of residence (town and country):

Country of citizenship:

Publication date:

Link in the book to medicine, health or illness:

Publicist’s name and email address:

Editor’s name and email address:

Agent’s name and email address:
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ENTRY 3
Title:

Author:

(Tick one) Fiction: Non-fiction:

 

Current place of residence (town and country):

Country of citizenship:

Publication date:

Link in the book to medicine, health or illness:

Publicist’s name and email address:

Editor’s name and email address:

Agent’s name and email address:
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